NO NORDIG MODEL!

Criminalising Glients Undermines Sex Workers’ Safety

Who sex workers are

Of the approximately 72,800 sex workers in the
UK, 88% are women. Most sex workers are
mothers working to support families.

Prostitution has always been connected to
women’s poverty — that's why most clients are
men, and most sex workers are women.
Politicians who want to reduce prostitution should
address government policies which promote
prostitution. 86% of austerity cuts since 2010 have
fallen on women, particularly single mothers.
Benefit sanctions and the introduction of Universal
Credit are directly linked to rises in prostitution.
Measures that would help women exit prostitution
include repealing benefit sanctions, the benefit
cap, the two-child limit and reinstating Income
Support for single mothers.

Criminalisation, of sex workers or
clients, undermines safety

Criminalisation exacerbates the harms sex workers
suffer. Research from the UK shows that where
arrests of sex workers and clients were high, less
women report violence.

Sweden - Criminalised the buying of sex
(Sexkopslagen law) in 1999. This law known as the
“‘Nordic Model” is touted as feminist because it
criminalises men (i.e., the clients) rather than
women (i.e., the victims). But its effect on women
has been disastrous. Sex workers face increased
stigma, are more at risk of violence, and are less
able to call on the protection of the police and the
authorities as this can lead to police harassment,
the loss of custody over children, or deportation.

Comprehensive field work and research found that
there is “no convincing empirical evidence that the
law has resulted in a decline in sex work in
Sweden” — which was the law’s principal ambition.
It also countered the claim that sex workers have
been decriminalised: sex workers can be
prosecuted under procuring laws when they band
together for safety.

Norway — Criminalised clients in 2009. Amnesty
International’'s 2016 research found that sex
workers are still criminalised, including for working
together for safety. Forced evictions, investigations,
surveillance, prosecutions, and increased stigma
are prevalent with migrant workers particularly
targeted.

Research in Sweden, Finland, and Norway in 2022
found that Nordic Model legislation was a
smokescreen for punitive and racialised policing
where sex workers were targeted for deportations
and evictions.

France — Criminalised clients in 2016. Medecins du
Monde’s 2018 report found that since the law was
introduced: 63% of sex workers have experienced
deterioration of their living conditions, more
isolation and greater stress; 42% are more
exposed to violence (sexual violence, theft, and
armed robbery); 38% have found it increasingly
hard to demand use of condoms.

Ireland - Criminalised clients (Criminal Law
(Sexual Offences) Bill) in 2017. Reported
incidences of violent crime against sex workers,
from threats to assaults with weapons, have risen
by 92%. Migrant and trans women sex workers in
particular have been targets of violence. Sex
workers are now less likely to report dangerous
clients to Gardai. Amnesty International’s 2022
report found the law “purportedly designed to
protect human trafficking victims and sex workers
from exploitation is instead facilitating the targeting
and abuse of sex workers. . . ”.

Criminalising clients does not
reduce trafficking

A 2014 Vancouver study found that “criminalisation
and policing strategies that target clients...
profoundly impacted the safety strategies sex
workers employed.” Sex workers continued to
mistrust police, had to rush screening clients and
were displaced to outlying areas with increased
risks of violence, including being forced to engage
in unprotected sex.



Research found that less than 6% of migrant sex
workers in the UK had been trafficked with many
saying they prefer working in the sex industry than
the “unrewarding and sometimes exploitative
conditions they meet in non-sexual jobs”.

The Home Affairs Committee (HAC)
recommended decriminalisation

In July 2016 HAC recommended that: “... the Home
Office change existing legislation so that soliciting
is no longer an offence and so that brothel-keeping
provisions allow sex workers to share premises.” It
called for “previous convictions and cautions for
prostitution [to be deleted] from the record of sex
workers”. Government research commissioned as
a result of the HAC report found that financial need
and criminalisation create the “perfect cocktail of
conditions” for undermining sex workers’ safety.

New Zealand - Decriminalisation
promotes rights and safety

The New Zealand Prostitution Reform Act (2003)
removed prostitution from the criminal law, allowed
people to work together collectively and organise to
assert their rights to better working conditions.
Since decriminalisation, over 90% of sex workers
said they had additional employment, legal, health
and safety rights. The percentage of sex workers
who felt able to refuse clients — a key marker of
exploitation -- went up from 47% (a year before
decriminalisation) to 68% after decriminalisation.
70% said they were more likely to report incidents
of violence to the police.

A comprehensive government review found: no
increase in prostitution; no increase in trafficking;
sex workers more able to report violence and leave
prostitution if they choose.

New Zealand did not decriminalise exploitation,
rape, extortion, threats, trafficking, and other
violence. Offences of compelling anyone into
prostitution were reinforced.

In New Zealand, the State discriminates in favour of
sex workers who want to leave sex work and need
to claim benefits. This could be implemented here.

Decriminalisation is supported by prestigious
organisations including the Royal College of
Nursing and Women Against Rape in the UK and
internationally Amnesty International, the World
Health Organization, Human Rights Watch,
UNAIDS, Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women.

Do we not count?

The Nordic Model has a detrimental impact on
women working in the sex industry — how can it be
considered feminist? Sex worker organisations the
world over are campaigning for decriminalisation —
why are we being ignored or dismissed? Do we not
count as women and as workers?

For references see prostitutescollective.net
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The ECP is a grassroots network of sex workers,
working both on the street and in premises, with a
national network throughout the UK. Since 1975,
we have campaigned for the decriminalisation of
prostitution, for sex workers’ rights and safety, and
for resources to enable people to get out of
prostitution if they want to.




