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FOREWORD 

 
We have seen great positive change over the past 12 months. In July, the prestigious Home Affairs Committee 
recommended the decriminalisation of sex workers, giving our campaign a prominence and legitimacy that was 
not imaginable before. Parliamentarians are much better informed both about decriminalisation and the dangers 
of a law criminalising clients. The ECP now has a higher visibility and credibility since our parliamentary 
symposium and subsequent report. Media coverage of the issue of decriminalisation has greatly improved and 
has diversified to include the situation of mothers working in the sex industry.  
 
While recent progress in debates around sex work are positive, we continue to see sex workers of all genders 
suffering terrible injustices and being criminalised and even imprisoned under the prostitution laws. Sex workers 
continue to suffer high levels of rape and other violence yet the police routinely prioritise prosecution for 
prostitution offences over protection and safety. Working conditions have got harsher as the numbers of women 
turning to prostitution continues to rise under austerity and rising poverty. Targeting of migrant sex workers for 
raids, arrests and deportation appears to have increased since the Brexit vote which has fuelled racism against 
immigrant people.   
 
 

 

“We want to work together, rent a flat together 

and not be frightened that the police will break 

in at any time. We want decriminalisation. The 

laws should be got rid of so we can work 

together. We don’t want to be running from the 

police all the time”  
 

 

 
 

It was with shock and sadness that we heard of the death of our wonderful 

friend and colleague Jean Johnson, Chair of Hampshire Women’s Institute.  
 
We worked with Jean for many years following the tragic murders of five young women in Ipswich in 2006 and 
last saw her when she spoke at our symposium in 2015. Her sudden passing on 4 October is a terrible loss to us 
all. 

http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/10/19/loving-memory-jean-johnson-hampshire-wi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGonhxsBaQE


PARLIAMENTARY 
 

Home Affairs Committee  
 
In January, the influential Home Affairs Committee (HAC), a cross-
party group of MPs announced the launch of a prostitution inquiry. 
We submitted evidence ourselves and organised for over 100 
people to send in evidence and their views about the need for 
decriminalisation. This was despite our misgivings about the biased 
nature of its remit. We were delighted when the HAC published its 
interim report in July, which against all expectations, recommended 
a change in the law “so that soliciting is no longer an offence and so 
that “brothel-keeping provisions allow sex workers to share 
premises”. Crucially the Committee also called for a law to delete 
“previous convictions and cautions for prostitution from the record of 
sex workers”, and rejected proposals to recommend the 
criminalisation of clients, saying that such legislation “makes no 
attempt to discriminate between prostitution which occurs between 
two consenting adults, and that which involves exploitation” and 
“can be misused to harass and victimise sex workers”.  
 

This was a major landmark in our campaign. Credit for 

this victory belongs first of all to the international sex 

worker led movement for decriminalisation.  
 

Our statement, welcoming the report and calling for an amnesty against prosecutions and urging the Committee 
to address government policies such as benefit sanctions which have increased poverty and consequently levels 
of prostitution, was taken up by many media outlets including The Guardian and The Independent. In December, 
the government responded to the HAC report saying it would commission further research.  
 

Decriminalisation of Prostitution: the Evidence  
 
The launch of our symposium report Decriminalisation of 
Prostitution: the Evidence was bang on time as the HAC 
and subsequently the government committed itself to 
gathering further evidence. The report, which brings 
together for the first time in the UK the largest and most 
robust body of evidence to date on decriminalisation, can 
now inform and guide parliamentarians to ensure that 
urgent action is taken to address the obvious injustices 
that sex workers face and to decriminalise prostitution.  

 
The launch of the report was combined with the premiere of a short public relations film and campaign ‘Make 
Mum Safer’, which highlights the important but hidden truth that most sex workers are mothers working to 
support their families. The packed event in Parliament, hosted by Labour Party MP Dawn Butler was a huge 
success with celebrity endorsement from among others, Sarah Solemani and Michael Sheen. 

 

https://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201617/cmselect/cmhaff/26/26.pdf
http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/07/01/decriminalisation-sex-workers-recommended-home-affairs-select-committee/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/jul/01/decriminalisation-of-sex-workers-in-england-and-wales-backed-by-mps
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/sex-work-must-be-decriminalised-government-report-warns-a7112036.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jOdXVlmwyw4&list=PLpjTnYFE1_PKf8mTZLnRTjWAmeBwTBSRw
http://prostitutescollective.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Online-Symposium-Report.pdf
http://prostitutescollective.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/Online-Symposium-Report.pdf
http://makemumsafer.com/
http://makemumsafer.com/


LEGAL CASES 
 
The ECP provided advice and support to nearly 100 sex workers in 2016 and helped women defend themselves 
against anti-social behaviour orders and brothel closure orders as well as against charges of soliciting and 
brothel-keeping & controlling – the last two charges are the ones most often used against women who are 
working together for safety. One woman we helped had a significant victory when the health authority which 
forced her to resign under threat of immediate dismissal after she was exposed as a sex worker was forced to 
pay compensation. Her trade union rep had refused to act until we intervened. Other notable cases include: 
 

Defending migrant sex workers arrested during 

midnight police raids.  
 
In October, six flats in Chinatown and Soho were raided. 
Police slapped closure notices on the doors of premises 
and threw women out onto the street. We rallied our 
network to protest the Home Secretary and with other sex 
worker groups we organised a picket of the Home Office. 
We got legal advice and attended the subsequent court 
cases where applications by police for closure orders were 
successfully defeated.  
 

Defending migrant sex workers against 

deportation.  
 
We defended a number of migrant women working on the street, mostly from Romania, who police threatened 
with deportation using the claim that they were “economically inactive” – particularly outrageous considering how 
many people’s survival was dependent on the income the women earned. We published a ‘Know Your Rights 
Against Deportation’ sheet and with help from Legal Action For Women, a grassroots legal service, we were able 
to stop a number of removals. We lobbied MPs to support us and got press coverage to publicise this injustice. 
Romanian women in our group are now organising collectively to inform and defend people threatened in this 
way. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We worked with women to defend themselves against the charge of 

brothel-keeping, specifically: 
 
A woman kept on police bail for five years, who planned to argue that under the 
Human Rights Act it was a violation of sex workers’ human rights to force them to 
work in isolation saw the prosecution dropped on the first day of trial after a key police 
witness refused to give evidence. 
 
A migrant sex worker, charged with managing a brothel, even though she was 
working collectively with other women and now faces a prison sentence, deportation 
and losing custody of her child because her name was on the tenancy. 
 
A 70-year-old woman, working as a cleaner on minimum wage in a flat where sex 
workers were working, was charged with managing a brothel. She only came to police 
attention after she tried to save the life of a man who collapsed in the hallway of the 
flat where she worked. 
 
We also helped a man charged with managing a brothel because he let a friend use a 
room in his house to work. 

Our publication ‘Know Your Rights an A-Z for Sex Workers’ is now 

available in 8 languages and continues to be a vital source of information 

on the prostitution laws and sex workers’ rights under them. 

http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/10/21/protests-grow-raids-landgrabs-chinatown-soho/
http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/10/22/5060/
http://www.huckmagazine.com/art-and-culture/sex-worker-london-protest/
http://prostitutescollective.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Know-your-rights-v-deportations-A5.pdf
http://prostitutescollective.net/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/Know-your-rights-v-deportations-A5.pdf
http://legalactionforwomen.net/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/may/01/romanian-sex-workers-challenge-uk-immigration-policy
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/mar/29/sex-workers-rights-case-collapses-after-five-years
http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/08/25/4995/
http://prostitutescollective.net/know-your-rights/


CAMPAIGNING AND MEDIA COVERAGE 
 
The ECP campaigns for decriminalisation by lobbying MPs and politicians, organising public 

events in Parliament and building support from a wide range of sectors through our pledge 

campaign. 
 
We worked with a new generation of Labour Party activists 
through our participation in the conference ‘The World 
Transformed’ and the Labour Party fringe meeting. In 
March, Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn expressed his 
support for decriminalisation. Our letters, articles and 
comments welcoming his stance received wide coverage. 
We continued to work with grassroots members of the 
Green Party and with the Liberal Democrats, giving 
evidence to their sex work policy working group. We have 
also developed closer relationships with a number of trade 
unions, some of whom are now putting forward 
decriminalisation to their women’s committees and 
conferences.  
 

Our pledge ‘Decriminalise sex work for safety’s sake’ gathered thousands of signatures and was taken to all of 
our speaking engagements – 53 this year including Hay-on-Wye festival, Trans Pride Brighton and a Public 
Policy Exchange conference. We were invited to speak at many events during the year organised by the growing 
movement against benefit sanctions and other austerity cuts. 

 
In March, for International Women’s Week, we 
organised a screening of the film Tales of the Grim 
Sleeper in remembrance of Black women victims 
of serial murders. In July we organised the first 
public showing in the UK of the 1975 documentary 
Les Prostitutees de Lyon Parlent at the Rio cinema 
in Dalston with Sex Worker Open University and 
Club Des Femmes. 

 

Members of our network frequently gave 

comments and interviews to the media on a 

range of issues, including decriminalisation, 

police abuse, sex workers’ safety and the 

impact of austerity on levels of prostitution.  
 
Coverage included four articles in The Guardian; appearances on Channel Four, Sky news, the flagship BBC 
Victoria Derbyshire show and numerous radio interviews including BBC Radio Four Woman’s Hour. The launch 
of the Make Mum Safer campaign helped us break new ground with an article in the conservative leaning Daily 
Telegraph, the widely read Refinary29 and the BBC. In September we collaborated with other women’s 
organisations on an article in the New Statesman which put decriminalisation in the context of grassroots 
women’s demands and criticized mainstream feminism for not representing those of us dealing with issues such 
as poverty and police violence. 
 

We produced briefings, press releases, fact sheets and action alerts as well as other campaign 

materials which we distributed at public events, speaking engagements, during outreach 

sessions to sex workers and to organisations which work with sex workers. 
 
Our quarterly bulletins on raids, arrests and prosecutions of sex workers have become an important source of 
data for the media and students in particular, on what is happening with the policing of prostitution in the UK.  
 
A new and exciting venture for us has been our involvement in Radio AvA, a DIY radio project made by and for 
sex workers and allies. Our regular segments are packed with news, features, interviews and updates on cases 
we’re fighting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtQmcK7wCzw&t
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtQmcK7wCzw&t
https://leftfootforward.org/2016/09/sex-work-how-best-to-protect-women-left-foot-forward-debates-at-labour-conference/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2016/mar/04/jeremy-corbyn-decriminalise-sex-industry-prostitution
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2016/mar/10/decriminalisation-and-sex-workers
https://www.opendemocracy.net/beyondslavery/english-collective-of-prostitutes/we-support-jeremy-corbyn-on-decriminalisation
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/feminism/2016/03/sex-work-jeremy-corbyn-money
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/libdems/pages/12524/attachments/original/1470309085/Sex_Work.pdf?1470309085
https://www.pledgedecrim.com/
http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/03/04/film-tales-of-the-grim-sleeper-12-march-intl-womens-week/
http://prostitutescollective.net/2016/06/11/free-special-event-10-july-screening-1975-documentary-les-prostituees-de-lyon-parlent/
http://www.thestar.co.uk/news/sheffield-women-being-forced-into-prostitution-by-benefit-cuts-1-8213743
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VkrPNKskChY&feature=share
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b07z3csw
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/sex/truth-single-mums-turn-sex-work/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/women/sex/truth-single-mums-turn-sex-work/
http://www.refinery29.uk/2016/11/130296/single-mum-sex-workers-decriminalise-prostitution-campaign
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-38128523
http://www.newstatesman.com/politics/staggers/2016/09/john-mcdonnell-better-gender-equality-campaigner-his-mp-critics
http://prostitutescollective.net/legal-cases/
https://www.mixcloud.com/avaradio/


INTERNATIONAL 

 

Highlights of the year were two exchange visits with 
the sex worker organisation Empower in Thailand. 
We were delighted to have Liz Hilton work with us in 
London for a week in June, speaking at the 
prestigious Hay-on-Wye festival and a number of 
community events. In September, two women from 
our collective spent two weeks working with 
Empower in Chiang Mai, going on outreach to bars 
and brothels and attending a four-day international 
gathering of 60 sex workers from Burma, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and migrant 
women from Australia. 

This shifted the prism through which we see the 
issues of decriminalisation, poverty and migration 
ensuring that the experience of sex workers from 
countries of the South were more central. 
Specifically, it helped us better understand how to answer the false claims that the majority of migrant sex 
workers are trafficked and that the remedy for this is to reduce demand by criminalising clients.  

The injustices caused by anti-trafficking policies is best expressed by our sisters in Empower: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to work on a weekly basis with our sister organisation US PROStitutes Collective which has been 
campaigning against Law Enforcement Led Diversion schemes. By putting the police in charge of services for 
sex workers, these schemes institutionalise sex workers as victims and undermine the movement for 
decriminalisation. We celebrated with US PROS an important victory winning compensation for sex workers who 
are rape victims and the introduction of a bill to decriminalise sex work in New Hampshire. 

 

In November, we spoke at a three-day Action Meeting and seminar in Brussels on the needs and rights of 
migrant sex workers, organised by the International Committee on the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe. This 
was a rare and important occasion for us to come together across Europe. 

“We have been spied on, arrested, cut off from our families, 

had our savings confiscated, interrogated, imprisoned and 

placed into the hands of the men with guns, in order for them 

to send us home… all in the name of “protection against 

trafficking” 
 

http://www.empowerfoundation.org/index_en.html
https://uspros.net/
https://uspros.net/2016/06/27/sex-workers-urge-removal-of-prostitution-clauses-from-diversion-bill-sb-1110/
https://uspros.net/2017/01/17/criminal-justice-and-public-safety-committee-re-supporting-nh-hb-287/
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/news/general-news/resource-surveilled-exploited-deported-rights-violations-against-migrant-sex


LOOKING FORWARD 

 
Our primary focus now is to ensure that the Home Affairs Committee final report endorses its interim 
recommendations and goes further by recommending full decriminalisation of sex work. We will be co-ordinating 
a campaign to press MPs to endorse these recommendations.  
 
We have two new exciting research projects underway. One with a university looking at indoor working 
conditions and our ‘Women and Work’ project comparing sex work with other jobs that are overwhelmingly done 
by women.  
 
 

 

 

 

 
To keep up to date with our campaigns please visit our 

website and follow us on Twitter and Facebook 
 

http://prostitutescollective.net/
https://twitter.com/ProstitutesColl
https://www.facebook.com/English-Collective-of-Prostitutes-129406900434101/

